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Composer’s Note

Low opens with a vicious accelerando, before settling into a somewhat Feld-
man-esque pointillist world. The initial kernel of an idea came from listening
back to some of my earlier pieces, when | began to pick out certain interests and
idiosyncrasies that | returned to repeatedly. Two of these particularly stood out:
an interest in and general propensity to choose low, rumbly, clusters at the bot-
tom of an ensemble’s register, and an interest in constantly shifting tempi.

In this work, constantly shifting does not mean many metric modulations or
tempo changes; instead, | am interested in the smooth transitions of ritardandi
and accelerandi.

Therefore, this piece is built over a constantly shifting structure. Apart from a
brief spell-breaking coda, we are within a ritardando or accelerando at every mo-
ment. Sometimes these are clearly audible (particularly when they take place
over a short period of time), while sometimes they are totally unidentifiable. Yet
they always contribute some kind of slippery element to the music.

Low was premiered by Plus-Minus Ensemble on Friday 15t July 2022 at Guildhall
School of Music and Drama.



Forces

Bass Clarinet in Bb, Electric Guitar, Percussion, Violin, Cello

Percussion

Bass drum

Tom

Suspended cymbal with chain
Four wood blocks

Guitar

The electric guitar part requires a fuzz pedal. The sound should generally be
clean.

Notes for Performance

This piece should to be performed with a conductor, who conducts to a click
track (this is available on request).

Accidentals are valid until the next bar line. d indicates a quarter-tone flat and {
indicates a quarter-tone sharp.

12 38 4

Small noteheads in the string parts indicate to place the fingers as
@ close together as possible, producing a very compact microtonal scale.

IS Guitar harmonics are notated at sounding pitch using diamond note-
heads.

—— Anarrow indicates a smooth transition between playing techniques.

c. 6 minutes
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